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adrift: graphic notations for watermusic ii
self published artist book; limited edition of 300
21 x 15 cm, softcover, centre-sewn, english 
2025
aritst book distriubted by Press Works (India) and Printed Matter (USA)

“a friend said that there are people who live life with a background score 
running all the time. for quite a while, watermusic ii was that for me, and i 
was adrift.  the drawings are the residue of that drift. at the same time, i was 
reading various texts, whatever held my attention—another kind of drifting. 
at my day job at a museum, i was trained by another friend in writing alt 
tevxt and image descriptions. she kept saying, isn’t this like poetry?”

a deck of drawings and image descriptions based on Water Music ii, an hour-
long, one-track album by William Basinski, released in 2003. ‘adrift: graphic 
notations for watermusic ii’ is imagined as a triad: to be heard, read, and seen 
together.

___________________

a deck of drawings and image descriptions based on Water Music ii, an hour-
long, one-track album by William Basinski, released in 2003. ‘adrift: graphic 
notations for watermusic ii’ is a triad: to be heard, read, and seen together.

https://store.press-works.info/product/adrift-by-arshad-hakim/
https://www.printedmatter.org/catalog/69435/


this essay is about letting go, or sleeping in bent light
2023
essay in a publicaiton titled, inordinate skies
link to the essay, here
–

https://arshadhakim.com/files/arshadhakim_essay_lettinggo.pdf
https://arshadhakim.com/files/arshadhakim_essay_lettinggo.pdf
https://arshadhakim.com/files/arshadhakim_essay_lettinggo.pdf


suspended volatility: act 2: an interior image
2022
essay
this piece was commissioned for ASAP, Fiction.
link to essay here
–

In an experimental piece—part-prose, part-poem—arshad hakim stays with an 
image. Through jumps, cuts and loops he tells and never shows, a moment as freeze-
frame, as screenshot, as kinetic imprint. A force that suspends everything. Interlaced 
with music, literature and theory, Suspended Volatility takes us on the transmutative 
path of a lived moment to image to memory to software and finally, to history. 
—Arushi Vats, Editor, ASAP Fiction

https://www.asapconnect.in/post/454/singlefiction/suspended-volatility-act-2?post%2F454%2Fsinglefiction%2Fsuspended-volatility-act-2=
https://asapconnect.in/post/454/singlefiction/suspended-volatility-act-2

